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Press Release:

Second International Conference on Space Exploration
On Thursday, October 21, 2010, the Second International Conference on Space Exploration was held within the framework of the Belgian Presidency of the European Union. This meeting was aimed at defining a common vision for Europe about space exploration.
An informal meeting between the European ministers in charge of space activities marked the launch of this process in July 2008. A year later, on October 23, 2009, the first international conference on space exploration took place in Prague. Today’s conference was turned towards the same goals. It was a success for the representatives of the 29 member states of the European Union, the European Space Agency members  and the international partners who were present.
Hailed by Mr Herman Van Rompuy
, Chairman of the European Council, and surrounded by Mr Giuseppe Pizza, representing the Presidency of the European Space Agency Council at ministerial level, Mr Antonio Tajani (represented by his head of office), Vice-President of the European Commission, Mr Jean-Jacques Dordain, Director General of the European Space Agency and Mr Frank De Winne, Belgian astronaut and the first European commander of the International Space Station, Ms Sabine Laruelle, Federal Minister for Science Policy, first outlined the elements of policies that Belgium implemented as far as space activities are concerned.

According to the participants, space exploration allows mankind to discover new horizons while being a vector for innovation and technological development that can entail tangible benefits for all citizens. 
During this conference, it appeared from discussions between the EU Member states, the ESA and the international representetives (Canada, China, Japan, South Korea, Russia, South Africa, the Ukraine and the United States) that there is a need to develop technologies designed specifically for robotic missions and human exploration of space. Everybody shares the opinion that space exploration has to be a global activity in order to reduce costs to a level acceptable for all countries concerned.
This international partnership has to combine the necessary cooperation but also allow a healthy competition between partners to stimulate innovation. Each partner must be able to develop technologies that suit its skills and priorities.

For this reason, it was decided to create an international high-level platform dedicated to space exploration. This platform has to confirm the expectations and needs of each partner. It will define the strategic lines, especially at the level of international cooperation, a global exploration and it will attempt to move towards a necessary interdependence between partners.

In conclusion, Sabine Laruelle has taken the famous words of Les Brown: "Shoot for the moon. Even if you miss it you will land among the stars."

� Via a video message from the President of the Council.
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